ARMY MEDICAL LIBRARY 


ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


ARMED FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY 


The directive regarding the establishment of the Armed 
Forces Medical Library, issued by the Secretary of Defense 
on 4 March 1952, is reprinted below. Implementation of 
this directive now awaits action by the Secretary of the 
Army and the Surgeon General. 


DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE DIRECTIVE 
Washington 25, D. C. 


TITLE Organization 
SUBTITLE Joint Agencies and Projects 


NUMBER 20 .33-3 
The Armed Forces Medical Library 


INTRODUCTION 


Pursuant to the authority vested in the Secretary of 
Defense by the National Security Act of 1947 (as amended), 
it is hereby directed that there be established an Armed 
Forces Medical Library (hereinafter called the "Library" ) 
with responsibilities, functions, authority and relation- 
ships as set forth herein. The Library shall be a joint 
agency of the three military departments, subject to the 
authority, direction and control of the Secretary of De- 
fense, and under the management control of the Secretary of 
the Army. It shall consist of the present Army Medical Li- 
brary, which is hereby transferred thereto, and such other 
medical library items and collections as may from time to 
time be considered appropriate. 


The Library shall serve as the central medical library 
of the Department of Defense and as a National Library for 
medicine and related sciences. In carrying out this objec- 
tive, it will be dedicated to the advancement of medical 
sciences in the United States as a whole, as well as within 
the Department of Defense. 








Printing cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 
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II. ORGANIZATION 


The Library shall consist of a Director, a Librarian, 
an Advisory Group, and a staff of such professional, tech- 
nical and clerical personnel as may be required. 





The Director of the Library shall be an officer 
selected from the medical profession of the Army, Navy or 
Air Force on the basis of high professional qualifications, 
interest in medical bibliography and demonstrated adminis- 
trative ability. The Director shall be appointed by the 
Secretary of the Army with the approval of the Secretary of 
Defense, based on nominations received from the three mili- 
tary departments. 


The Librarian, who will be a civilian, will be ap- 


pointed by the Director, upon the recommendation of the Ad- 
visory Group. 


The Advisory Group shall consist of the Director of the 
Library, who shall be the Chairman; a representative fro 
each mili department appointed by the Secretary thereof; 
and such other non-military individuals (not to exceed five 
in number), who are prominent in the medical or health field 
or as medical librarians. The Director of the Library, with 
the approval of the Armed Forces Medical POlicy Council, 
shall appoint the non-military members. The term of member- 
ship of the Advisory Group, except for the Chairman, shall 
not ordinarily exceed three years and will be staggered in 
such a manner that some members will be appointed yearly. 


III. FUNCTIONS 


1. Under policies established by the Armed Forces 
Medical Policy Council governing medical and allied activi- 
ties of the Department of Defense, the Armed Forces Medical 
Library shall: 


a. Serve as a central or national library for 
medical bibliographical research for the medical 
activities of the military departments, related re- 
search and development contractors, other governmental 


agencies, and the civilian medical and allied profes- 
sions. 


b. Publish guides to medical literature in_ the 
form of catalogs, indexes and bibliographical lists 
and distribute such publications to the medical ac- 
tivities of the military departments and, ona _ rein- 
bursable basis, to other governmental and private or- 
ganizations or individuals as required. 


c. Provide technical consultation service to 
medical libraries at medical installations of _ the 
military departments. 
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d. Provide such central library services to 
field libraries as is appropriate. 


2. Functions of the Director 





a. Supervise and direct the Library staff in the 
performance of the functions outlined in paragraph 1. 


b. Administer the day-to-day operations of the 
Library. 


c. Serve as Chairman of the Advisory Group. 

d. Make recommendations to the Secretary of the 
Army on the operational needs of the Library, such as 
budget, staff, space and facility requirements. 


e. Refer matters beyond his scope of authority 
to the Secretary of the Army. 


3. Functions of the Advisory Group 





Advise the Director on the operation of the 
Library. 


IV. ADMINISTRATION 





The Secretary of the Army, as management agent, will 
provide the Director of the Library with such personnel, 
facilities and other administrative support as are required 
for performance of the Library's functions. Military per- 
sonnel, as required, will be provided by each of the three 
military departments as mutually agreeable. Such military 
personnel shall be acceptable to and, during their tours of 
duty with the Library, responsible to the Director with re- 
spect to performance of duty. The Director shall be respon- 
sible for performance evaluation reports for such military 
personnel in accordance with existing policy. The Director, 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Army, shall 
provide for the internal organization and staffing of the 
Library and shall establish its rules of procedure. The 
staff of the Library shall be responsible to and shall 
function under the direction, supervision and control 
of the Director. 


The Secretary of the Army, as management agent, may 
appoint from time to time outstanding specialists in tech- 
nical fields to serve as consultants on specific Library 
operations and problems as are required by the Director. 


The Secretary of the Army, as management agent, may 
redelegate his authorities in connection with the Armed 
a Medical Library within the command structure of the 
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The Assistant Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) shaljy 
arrange with the three military departments for the fiscal 
support of the Library. s 


V. RELATIONSHIPS 





1. The Library shall coordinate its efforts with 
Department of Defense agencies, other governmental agencies) 
and private organizations which have a mutual interest og 
responsibility with respect to any of its functions. ; 


2. The Director and the staff of the Library « 
authorized and expected to communicate directly and expesi 
ditiously with all Department of Defense agencies and appro 
priate subdivisions thereof, other governmental agencies ang” 
private organizations concerning technical matters within) 
its jurisdiction and in which there exists a mutual interes 
est or responsibility. 4 


3. Services of the Library shall be available to a 
Department of Defense agencies and, when appropriate, ot 
governmental, private organizations and individuals. 


4, All agencies of the Department of Defense she @ 
cooperate fully in assisting the Library in the performance 
of its mission. a 


[ Signed ] ROBERT A. LA 
Secretary of Defe 


EXHIBIT 


The April exhibit has been arranged to celebrate tix 
500th anniversary of Leonardo da Vinci, who was born @& 
15 April 1452. It is mainly concerned with his achievement® 
in the fields of anatomy and physiology, and attempts @ 
show his place in medical history. To this end mate 
from Hundt (1501), Mondino (Ligh. and Vesalius (1543) has 
been included. : 
The Library also will mark the anniversary with & 
lecture by Dr. Chauncey D. Leake on Tuesday afternoon 
15 April. 


DIRECTOR TAKES COURSE 


Lieutenant Colonel Frank B. Rogers attended the fia 
Postgraduate Course in General Medicine at the George Wasir 
ington University School of Medicine, in Washington, be 
ning 24 March 1952. He also participated in the Symposium 
on the Treatment of Trauma in the Armed Forces, held at t® 
Army Medical Service Graduate School, Walter Reed Army Med 
ical Center, 10-12 March 1952. 











